260____________________Sri Raghavendra

breathtaking in its splendour.  It was the enquiries
regarding its creator that led to getting information about
Sri James.

When the order was placed, Sri James told Sri
Krishnamurthi Rao that he would drop a letter, as soon
as the idol was completed. So, Mr. Rao and those who
had accompanied him, returned to Jolarpettai.

After some time, they received a letter from James
informing them that the idol was ready. Sri Rao and
Balraj, along with one Parthasarathy, rushed to
Mr James with great expectation and eagerness.

The idol was crafted most exquisitely and all the
three were left marvelling at it.

Sri Gururaja's idol was actually a bit taller than what
they had asked for and the devotees' eyes were blinded
by tears of Joy on seeing it in the right proportion.

'By Grafting this idol, I have been blessed with a rare
privilege', said James with excitement.   He then
continued, 1 went to the mountain in search of granite
stones for chiselling this idol. Even after examining
several rocks, I could not get one to my liking. For the
size specified by you, I could not actually get the proper
stone and when I was struggling like that, I saw my Lord
there, whose presence I had been expecting and
praying for, since long/

'He told me, 'This rock is not alright. Please take the
other one....the idol will come out well, as it conforms to
the sastraic norms."'

They have specified as 11/2'. but this one is bigger,"
I said.